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Book Blurb: 
 

Leading East Asian Buddhist thinkers of the seventh century compared, analyzed, and finalized seminal 
epistemological and soteriological issues that had been under discussion in India and East Asia for centuries. 
Among the many doctrinal issues that came to the fore was the relationship between the Tathāgatagarbha (or 
“Buddha-nature”) understanding of the human psyche and the view of basic karmic indeterminacy articulated by 
the new stream of Indian Yogâcāra introduced through the translations and writings of Xuanzang and his disciples. 
The great Silla scholiast Wŏnhyo (617–686), although geographically located on the periphery in the Korean 
peninsula, was very much at the center of the intense discussion and debate that occurred on these topics. Through 
the force of his writings, he became one of the most influential figures in resolving doctrinal discrepancies for East 
Asian Buddhism. 

Although many of Wŏnhyo’s writings are lost, through his extant work we are able to get a solid 
glimpse of his profound and learned insights on the nature and function of the human mind. We can also 
clearly see his hermeneutical approaches and methods of argumentation, which are derived from apophatic 
Mādhyamika analysis, the newly introduced Buddhist logic, as well as various indigenous East Asian 
approaches. This volume includes four of Wŏnhyo’s works that are especially revelatory of his treatment of 
the complex flow of ideas in his generation: System of the Two Hindrances (Yijang ŭi), Treatise on the Ten 
Ways of Resolving Controversies (Simmun hwajaeng non), Commentary on the Discrimination between the 
Middle and the Extremes (Chungbyŏn punbyŏllon so), and the Critical Discussion on Inference (P’an piryang 
non). 

 
 
 
------------------------------------------ 

On Translating āvaraṇa  
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We often see problems derived from translations based purely on linguistic knowledge that is not informed by 
an understanding of the system within which the term is operating.  For example, in the context of Yogâcāra 
works, we regularly see zhàng (āvaraṇa 障) rendered as  "veil," or "obscuration." While this is linguistically 
accurate, such a rendering demonstrates a lack of awareness of the connotations of the term in 
Yogâcāra/Tathāgatagarbha soteriological discourse. 
 
The application of the term in the Yogâcāra and Tathāgatagarbha systems extends far beyond the cognitive 
connotations indicated by such words as veil and obscuration. Especially in the case of the kleśâvaraṇa, what is being 
indicated most of the time is the notion of "binding" (bandhana, saṃyojana; Ch. fú 縛, jì 繫); and for both the 
kleśâvaraṇa and jñeyâvaraṇa, a major connotation is that of debilitation, rigidity (dauṣṭhulya, Ch. cūzhòng; 麁重), 
etc. In the case of the afflictions, we are dealing only tangentially with problems of cognitive distortion that might be 
indicated by veil, etc. And in the case of cognitive hindrances, they are not merely "sky-flowers" or a distorting prism 
– they represent the whole gamut of wrong cognitive habits that lead to misapprehension of reality. Thus, the 
rendering of "hindrance," "obstruction," etc., is more appropriate.  
 
------------------------------------------------- 
 
Two Traditions of Two Hindrances 
 
Yogâcāra Tradition: Yogâcārabhūmi-śāstra, Saṃdhinirmocana-sūtra, Buddhabhūmisūtra-śāstra (Fodijing lun 
佛地經論), Mahāyāna-saṃgrāha, Cheng weishi lun 成唯識論, etc. Note: Not Madhyânta-vibhāga, which 
contains an idiosyncratic explanation of the hindrances. 
 
Tathāgatagarbha Tradition: Śrīmālā-sūtra, Benye jing 本業經, Ratnagotravibhāga, Awakening of Mahāyāna 
Faith [AMF] 大乘起信論, etc.  
 
Wonhyo first becomes aware of this distinction in the process of writing his earlier commentary on the AMF, 
and after finishing that commentary conducts a no-stone-left-unturned inquiry into the development of 
theories of cognitive error and affliction in the Mahāyāna system, resulting in the Ijangui 二障義 (System of 
the Two Hindrances). His articulation of each of the systems of the two hindrances internal to the two 
traditions alone is by far the most complete ever done in Buddhist scholastic history, but then he juxtaposes 
the two systems for comparative analysis, revealing all of their subtleties in overlap and difference. Within 
each of the systems themselves, there is much overlap and grey area between the two, and differences in 
interpretation, such as the differences in views of the ālayavijñāna, manas, and manovijñāna by various Yogâcāra 
masters. The Tathāgatagarbha system itself also has a hierarchy of hermeneutical levels through which the 
relationship between the two kinds of hindrances is perceived differently. 
 
 
Very generally: 
 

 
cognitive hindrances 

jñeyâvaraṇa 
afflictive hindrances 

kleśâvaraṇa 

Yogâcāra  

 所知障 (Xuanzang) 
Based on dharma-grāha 法執 

Removable by bodhisattvas who perceive 
emptiness of dharmas. 

煩惱障 
Based on ātma-grāha .  

Are the source of the four views of self 四

我見 (Triṃsikā); six fundamental 
afflictions, 20 derivative afflictions, etc.  
Removable by arhats who see no-self. 

Tathāgata- 
garbha  

智礙 (Paramârtha?) 
One aspect of nescience 無明 

Inability to discriminate phenomena in 
pṛṣṭha-labdha-jñāna 後得智. 

Thus, obstructs vipaśyanā  

 煩惱礙 
Another aspect of nescience, originating 
with the first movement of mind from 

pristine suchness. 
Generates the three subtle 三細 and six 
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Thus, the wise and compassionate 
activities of bodhisattvas cannot be carried 

out. 
Removable in experience of profound 

faith 
 

coarse 六麁 (afflicted) mental states. 
Obstructs śamatha. 

 

 
 
 
 


